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REMARKS 

Applicants hereby request entry of the foregoing and further consideration of 
the application, as amended and in light of these remarks. 

Applicants elect the claims of Group V, i.e., claims 34 and 72, for further 
examination and without traverse. Applicants amend the claims to expressly 
incorporate limitations from non-elected claims previously included by reference. 
Applicants also introduce new claims corresponding substantially to originally 
presented claims 37-39, and which are dependent on the two remaining independent 
claims, 34 and 72. 

The January 22, 2007, Office Action included an Election of species 
requirement with regard to the neutral core. The Office Action states that "if 
Applicant elects Group I, Applicant is required to define if the composition is with a 
neutral core or not." Office Action, p. 6. Applicants are electing the claims of Group 
V, and those claims specify the inclusion of a neutral core. 

Additionally, Applicants' Preliminary Amendment of January 5, 2007 crossed 
the January 22, 2007 Office Action in the mail. In resolving corresponding issues, 
Applicants' representative spoke with the Examiner on or about February 8, 2007. 
Applicants were informed that the election requirement would be satisfied if 
Applicants specified the presence of a neutral core and amended the claims to state 
that the neutral core comprises a sugar or a sugar mixed with starch. Thus, the 
claims as presented include a neutral core, and the neutral core comprises any 
pharmaceutical^ acceptable sugar (including, but not limited to, lactose, mannitol, 
and/or sucrose), and may further comprise starch. Accordingly, the claims as 
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presented satisfy the election requirement, and Applicants reserve the right to 
request rejoinder. 

Applicants submit that the claims are now in condition for allowance, and 
request formal notification to that effect. If, however, the Examiner believes that 
there are any impediments, whether formal or substantive, to such notification, the 
Examiner is encouraged to contact Applicants 1 representative at the number 
provided below. Such informal communication will expedite examination and 
disposal of the application. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney pc 



P.O. Box 1404 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1404 
703 836 6620 



Date: February 212007 



By: 




